CHAPTER V
EUROPEAN CRISIS OVER EGYPT

IN his speech from the throne on 4 February 1834, King
William IV of England said:  " The peace of Turkey since
the settlement was made with Mehemet AH had not been
interrupted, and will not, I trust, be threatened with new
dangers." Referring to the latest relations between Russia
and Turkey, the King added:   " It will be my object to pre-
vent any change in the relations of that Empire (the Ottoman
Empire) with other Powers which might affect its future
stability and independence/'1 This reassuring tone was pur-
posely adopted to quiet the alarm caused by the recent actions
of Russia and to give a hint of the Government's intention of
pursuing a more determined policy in future with regard to
the East. In actual fact, peace in Turkey, though formally
settled, was threatened in many ways. When Sultan Mahmud
II unwillingly accepted the terms of the Kutahya settlement
he swore vengeance, and everyone in contact with the Porte
knew that the settlement meant nothing but an armed truce.
Turkey was encouraged in her Belligerent attitude towards
Mohammed Ali by the foreign policy of Palmerston, who had
won the confidence of the Porte by expressing his dissatisfac-
tion with the settlement of Kutahya, and by impressing upon
the Porte the necessity of increasing the efficiency of the
Turkish army. Palmerston's policy was actively expounded by
Ponsonby, the British Ambassador at Constantinople, whose
hatred of Russia was only exceeded by his enmity for Moham-
med Ali, whom he regarded as a sore sapping the Ottoman
Empire of its strength. Ponsonby's influence with the Porte
became overwhelming, His agents traversed Syria and Asia
Minor, secretly inciting the people against Mohammed Ali
and reporting on the military condition of the country.
Prussian officers, amongst whom was the famous Von Moltke,

1 Hansard', 4 February 1834.
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